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In a batch of
450 students,

IIM-Indore has
405 engineers

PrESs TRUST OF lINnDIA
Indore

A MERE engineering de-
gree is mnot enough; one
needs an MBA tag too.

This thinking is reflected
in the profile of the latest
batch of IIM-Indore here.

This batch, enrolled for
the flagship two-year Post
Graduate Programrne
(PGP) for 2011-13 academ-
ic session, has 405 students
with engineering back-
ground, out of the total 450.

“Fat pay-packets and
growing interest in white-
collar jobs are the main rea-
sons for this trend,” a senior
I1IM professor saicl.

“This trend — of engi-
neers opting for manage-
ment courses — is not new

in the country.. The engi-
neers opt for management
degrees to give a boost to
the career,” said Professor
Prashant Salwan, who
teaches Strategic Manage-
ment at IIM Indore.

These days, majority of
engineers, instead of work-
ing in a manufacturing fa-
cility, prefer to work in the
management so that they
can play a major role in pol-
icy anad decision making, he
said. “They do not want to
dirty their hands,” he said.

Anand Kumar of *“Super-
30" coaching fame, termed
the trend as unfortunate. If
someocne wanted to be-
come a manager eventual-
1y, why should hesshe seek
admission to the presti-
gious IITs for engineering
course, he asked.

The country was facing a
shortage of gualified engl—

Yneers T dnd ‘sugh st
were doing mjuﬁ‘gé‘ ""?
those who could not get in-"
to II'ls, Kumar claimed,
adding that this trenid
should be curbed.
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Panel mulls
50 research
parks in 3
categories

Akshaya Muksl | Tun

Mew Delhi: The blueprint for
establishing S0 research parks
in academic and research in-
stituticns in the country pro-
poses to have three kinds offa-
cilities based on  different
kinds of financial model.

The expert committes,
headed by T Ramasami, secre-
tary of department of science
& technology based itself on
the experience of the existing
research park in IIT-Madvras
and came tothe view that*one-
sigefits all’ model of research
par might not worlk in Tndia.

The committes said re-
search parle, tobe set up in ar-
easwith vibrant industrial ac-
tivity and substantial land
prices, should be based on
company modeals and marlket-
driven parameters with in-
vestment of Rs 350 crore. The
panelzaid 20% financeforthis
kind of ressarch park should
be sourced from the market,
20% money shouldcome at the
rate of 4%, and the rest 40%
from the HRD ministry Aham-
mis sirength of 5,0001s recorm-
mended, witha minimum sup-
portaf Rs 10 erore firom them.

The second type of re-
search park should be estab-
lished in areas, where imova-
tion is at an emerging stage
and land costs are not all that
prohibit e,

The third type of research
parkis should come in areas,
where land costs arenaot high.
Investment is pegeed at Rs 75-
Rs 100 crore, with delivery of
outcomes within 15yvears.
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YOUNG ENTERPRISE

Student entrepreneurs from Delhi presented their business
plans for societal development at the ‘Social Innovation
Competition.' Vishakha Sharma reports

he concept of social entrepreneur-

ship (SE) has been in India for many

years now with NGOs, private com-
panies and various other indivicuals work-
ing to bring about a social change in sec-
tors like exucation, health and rural The
popularity of SE today is gathering pace in
the country.

In an initiative towards promoting the
spirit of social entreprensurship, Associa-
tion Internationale des Etudiants en Sci-
ences Kconomidgues et Commerciales
(AIESEC) Delhi IIT, crganised the “Youth to
Business Forum 2011 (Y2E)' on July 27 to
provide the youth with an opportunity to
realise the dream of executing a successful
venture.

The highlight of the Y2E was the ‘Social
Inncwation Competition (SIC)," for the
young population to discuss their thoughts
and opinicns through revolutionary busi-
ness plans based on the United Nations
Millannium Goale. Participating etudents
of SIC presented business plans, which is
their endeavour to make the weorld a better
place to live in.

Bhawana Mahajan, rmanager-corporate

commmunication, iDiscoveri Education, one
of the corporates at the Y2E, believes that
EE iz utilising business skills and motives
to take society to the next level.

“8E has always been important and rel-
evant in a courtry like [ndia. And it is
catching up fast amneng the youth as they

AT A GLANCE

social entrepreneurship is
gathering pace in the country
At the competition, students
presented their business plans to
make the world a better place

are more focused, independent and more
aware about ethics and global trer
she said

Also, according to Mahajan, the youth
toclay are better social entrepreneurs as
compared to the previous generation as

they are well connected. The older genera-

ticns did not kmow much about the

Technology has played an important role in social entreprensurship.
A8 a 1esult, the youth today are more focused, independent and more
aware of ethics and global trends

importance of SE.

Udit Rastogi, one of the finalists of SIC
gave credit to teclmology, which he said,
has macle the youth more aware. He said,
“Earlier too, people were great social en-
treprensurs with innovative ideas, want-
ing to bring about a social change. But,
what lacked then was the availability of
aclvanced technology, which the present
generation is blessed wi

Meetika Kataria ancther finalist, beliswes
that SE in Inclia will keep on growing and
push people towarcls caring about their so-
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ciety. Their efforts will certainly have a
positive impact on people's lives cna
large scale.

Some of the social business plans of stu-
dents presented during the Y2E were proj-
ects like 'Krishi Sanjeevani' on solving
problems that fanmers face today, which
are directly or indirectly revolving arcund
the core proklem of poverty and education,
and project, ‘Sanitation Hygiene and Envi-
ronment’ whose obiective is to provide
cheap sanitary pads to rural/shun women,
amongst others.
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Title : US warns Indian students against visa fraud rings
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Indo-Asian News Service

| lefters Blundustantimes com

WASHINGTON: As  another
American university came under
the scanner, the United States
asked Indian students to be
alert to the existence of “preda-
tory visa fraud rings and fraud-
ulent document vendors”.
“We are following the case
closely and we're in communi-

cation with the government of

India,” state department spokes-
man Mark Toner said Saturday,
a day after a raid on the
University of Northern Virginia.

Based in Annandale, a
Washington suburb, the unac-
credited, for-profit private uni-
versity has some 2400 students
of which 90% are from India, reg-
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s Indian students
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FUTURE AT RISK

» Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents raided
offices of the University of
Northern Virginia on Friday

= The privale university has
2,400-odd students, 90% of
whom are from India, mostly
from Andhra Pradesh.

istered at three locations in north-
ern Virginia,

The US embassy in New Delhi
has briefed the external affairs
ministry and the US depart-
ment of homeland security and
the state department have been
in contact with the Indian
embassy here, Toner said.

Declining to give details, the

sa fraud rings

spokesman said “it’s important
to note that a hundred thousand
Indians are receiving a good
education at certified US insti-
tutions each year, and we cer-
tainly welcome the contribution
of Indian students wishing to
study in the US",

“And of course, we caution
them to be alert to the existence
of these so-called predatory
visa fraud rings and frandulent
document vendors,” he said.

US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement has warned the
university it could withdraw
the school’s authorisation to
admit foreign students. Agency
spokesperson Cori Bassett, how-
ever, would not say why the
action was taken, saying it is
part of a pending investigation.
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RESEARCHROUND-UP

GERMAN TRYST

Sommnath Sarkar, DAAD WISE fellow, who completed his research at TU Dresden, Germany, feels Indian
universities need to be more flexible in terms of research material. Diptiman Dewan reports

awarded the German Academic Ex-

change Service (DAAD) WISE (Worldng
Intermnships in Science and Engineering) fel-
lowrship for swmimer internship at the Tech-
nische Universitat Dresden (TU Dresden) for
three months in 2009, A student of the five-
vear integrated MSc in statistics and infor-
matics at the IIT, his love for Genmany
stemmed from its special place in the history
of mathematics.

"The DAAD project required sufficient
background in programming languages,
which I had acquired during the course of my
study at [IT Kharagpur. With incuisitiveness
ancd curiosity to study the application of sta-
tistics in geospatial datasets, I decided to opt
for a research project based on this topic, "
says Sarkar.

The Llopic ol his resedarchy wias i gesLalis-
tics — a branch of statistics that focuses on
spatial datasets, which is information identi-
fying geographic location of features and
boundaries such as oceans, natural features,
and more.

“Take the exarnple of an iron-ore deposit
map. Ever wondered how the maps are
macde? It's obviously not possible to dig thou-
sands of square lan to determine the distri-
buticn of cre depogit,” says Sarkar As part of
the research, Sarkar added new simulation

S omnath Sarkar of IIT Kanpur was

P

Sarkar added new simulation
features in a software called
"The Sigmath,' to generate
various geostatistical
distributions to help
visualise understand and
generate geographical maps

W Somnath Sarkar in Germany

features in a software developed by his su-
perviscr called ‘The Sigmath,” which could be
used to generate various geostatistical distri-
butions and thereby help to visualise, under-
stand and generate geographical maps.
Geostatistics is a fairly new area in India.
One of the main challenges here, is the lack
of resources even in the premier institutes on
topics that are lesser knowr to the masses.
The Univergities in Germany, on the contrary,
provide vast repositories on any topic one is
interested] in, besides also being more flexi-

durng his fallowship at T Dresden

ble in terms of the resources needed for re-
zearch being made available, fesls Sarkar.

The fellowship also brings fond memories
of Germany. “Travelling from India, the first
thing one notices is the scanty population. At
the first go, language posed as a challenge as
meet of the announcements, motorway signs,
directions, and instructions on products in
supermarkets were in Gernman. Even the
lunch menu at the university canteens is in
Germarn. But it is a beautiful country with
helpful people,” recalls Sarkar.
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High School Standards = High Growth

A PPP model will strengthen our weak education base to meet the high-quality job requirements of the future

RAJESHSHUKLA

India is expected to be a major
contributor to the world labour
market in the coming years.
However, as ithas cautionedre-
peatedly that, given the gap bet-
ween skill attainment through
the traditional education syst-
em and employability, the fiui-
tsof demographic dividend are
doubtful. This thought got little
attention,but ishased onperce-
ption than facts in terms of eff-
ectiveness and research capab-
ilities of the IITs and the [TMs.
Beforedelvingintothedebate,
it may be useful to analyse the
scenario over the past decade
seeing that the trend emerged
from UGC enrolment data des-
pite its shortcomings. Actual
enrolments have doubled, ris-
ing from 6.85 million in 2000-01
to 13.64 million in 2008-09. The
highest concentration of enrol-
ments in the period is found in
Arts followed by Science. It is
important topointout that whi-
le the percentage of total enrol-
ments has gone down in Arts,
the absolute numbers have ris-
en from 3.88 million in 2000-01
to5.88 million in 2008-09.
Scienice is a broad category

and comprises four verticals
whose combined share has ac-
tually risen over the last 13 yéa-
rs. Within Science, there has

been highest growth in enrol- ;'

ments in engineering than nat-

ural sciences and medicine.
‘While the debate on education

has often focused on quantity

" versusquality, itbearstobenot-

ed that even the quantity is not
sufficient to ensure a smooth
transition of labour from agri-
culture to manufacturing and
services. The higher education
system, in its present structure
and content, isill-suited tomeet
the desired skill requirements
of the millions, particularly in
the countryside. Additionally,
institutions of higherlearning
of various streams are found
concentrated in particular re-

gions, implying that students’

have to migrate td other regio-
ns inorder to pursue their stud-
ies. It puts an unbearable finan-
cial burden onfamilies, preven-
ting aspiring students from
pursuing their further studies.

The other aspect of quality of
education and training provid-
ed also needs to be thoroughly
explored. Barring the top-
league institutes —namely, the
ITs, TIMs and a few other gov-
ernment-run colleges and uni-
versities - the quality of stu-
dents does not quite match up.
Corporates constantly compla-
in of the complete skill misma-
tch between job reguirement
and qualification of applicants.
In other words, though the app-
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licantpoolmay appear to belar-
ge, thenumber of qualified and
eligible applicants is significa-
ntly smaller. This implies that
although there are millions
who graduate through priva-
telyrun colleges, they really
don’tstandachancetocompete
inthe global market place.

Let us for a moment forget
about higher education and ex-
amine the education system at
the school level—and the path-
etic state it is in. Only 53% chil-
dren in standard V in rural In-
dia can read a standard II-level
text; the proportion of standa-
rd-I children who could recog-
nise numbers 1-8 declined from
69% in 2009 to66% in 2010; chil-
dren in standard V who could
do simpledivision problems al-
50 dropped from 38% in 2009 to
36% in 2010. This is the sorry
stateof affairs of India’sschool
system. In addition, the drop-
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out rate is extremely high. An
NCAER study reveals the asto-
nishing fact that 50% students
drop out after class X. Secondly,
the quality of teachers is abys-
mal. This, coupled with a high
rate of teacher absenteeism
and lack of incentives for stu-
dentsto stayinschools, ensures
avery weak foundation.

If ohe analyses government
schemes, what is revealed is a
completedisregard of the prob-
lems in the middle and second-
ary levels. Given that most stu-
dents get acquainted with stre-
ams such as science, commer-
ce, ete, during these formative
years and make their decisions
based on their knowledge and
understandingof the subject, it
makesall the moresensefor the
system to be more efficient at
these points. The problem -
and this forms the crux of the
issue — is that we need to first

makKe sure that the foundation
is strong. We need to ensure
that the system of education at
the middle and secondary level
iss ened. It has to be a
bottom-up approach rather
than atop-down approach.

Allthisbearsadditionalsigni-
ficance when viewed in the con-
text of maintaining a high gro-
wthrate. Sustainingahigh gro-
wth rate over the next few deca-
des does not appear possible
with a sizeable chunk of thela-
bour force lacking basic educa-
tional qualification. At some
point, the lack of a qualified la-
bour force is going to start sh-
owing up in higher input costs
that will affect growth.

Additionally, while China'’s
grossenrolmentratio—thenu-
mber of individuals in the 20-24
age group actually goingto col-
lege — stands at 23%, the com-
parable figure for India is 13%.
Granted, that percapita inco-
meof the Chinese is significan-
tly higher than India’s, expect-
ing the rate to increase as inco-
mes rise without taking any st-
eps is not advisable. A sustain-
ed high growth, the dream of
many policymakers, williot be
possible without a skilled and
educated workforce. So, the
need of the hour is that there is
a strong need to revamp the
education system in thelightof-
future skill needs and better
employability following a pub-
lic-private parinership model
(The author isdirector of .
NCAER-CMCR)
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